Needlepoints of
ILANA LIMONI

JUDAICA COLLECTIONS



Introduction

llana Limoni was born in the land of Israel in 1937 and immigrated to the United States in
1965. Needlepointing started as a hobby when she was in her 20s and eventually
became a lifetime passion. llana is self-taught in her craft and has completed over 200
pieces. Her work reflects a variety of motifs and influences, with some of her grandest
creations inspired by her reverence to the Bible.

This photo book is devoted to showcasing llana's Judaica themed collections:
The Five Scrolls: 11 needlepoints
Biblical Scenes: 6 needlepoints
General Judaica: 5 needlepoints

The Five Scrolls Collection

The Five Scrolls {(Hamesh Megillot in Hebrew) are in Writings {Ketuvim). which is the third
major section of the Bible (Tanakh). The scrolls are: Song of Songs. Ruth, Lamentation,
Ecclesiastes and Esther.

When llana was in her 50s, she followed her affinity for biblical studies and matriculated at
The Jewish Theological Seminary of America. receiving a master's degree with highest
honors and completing all course requirements in their PhD program. In gralitude to her
hushand Uri for encouraging and enabling her to advance her education later in life, llana
needlepointed the Song of Songs panels because they are about love,

Aboul a decade later, llana worked on the Ecclesiasles canvases. Al thal point, she had
developed a more creative approach to her needlepointing, incorporating a variety of
stitches and threads. After another lengthy hiatus, llana was reinvigorated to complete the
three remaining scrolls.




THE FIVE SCROLLS COLLECTION
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All these needlepoints are made on a petit point canvas with an 18 mesh mono weave (i.e., 324 stitches per square inch).



SONG OF SONGS: CHAPTERS 1-4
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SONG OF SONGS: CHAPTERS 5-8

g 4;\ /M‘P—V-’
L

W“a”"&.‘ -~
-

e e \
e s 5 -w “‘.'.'-"-"- \
\ »~“ \;V ,‘ ,. y ; - L '.". v e

—
v~ ( ™ox ‘1‘)0 oy ‘J“ AY VAT os' *m- *nbx *m'n op ~-no ""'”6'1?,?., :‘13'1; :.’n’?'gugﬁ%

0
‘ unpbo x‘m’ 0, 'mn\ﬁh‘r Wi nrm 5 NN POYL T, DI W22 NIV I
* 9 —— ‘L‘ R e -, . Y 009
-3 00 VNN MIFT SN NIV NN NININN IVD
- ST 100 YD) NN 1T NP T
- MISIBA MBI HY 11 ND NYAEH NDIDVI T *T1TI NNDY 3¢ Anp
G 29 X9 AR PNRE0 ¥ 1AV 11272 ANE? *0DI 1A DON YT AT 2% Anno
MODND 20V VD TTITYIR WYI NYED NI YL 072200 DTIDVN INED
23X AKX ANV 12 1TAND0 STITNR WEHNDK DIV MIL DINK "NPIAVH
"INV A23V,3710 TITA0 0°¥I2 497 TID T AN
/ - - F " 72270 NIT 0V NS ST
e s {‘ 11199 AN 0NN MEND 10 DN WK
g‘- ot MDY MY I MENT 0°D P ONIY 01 1y
92V 0 MOUI DIV PMNOY 0°NPID MITID DVIN ANIVI 1Y
= 0100 n0Ywo v MYy ren PRINL 0°XI00 205 “Hs 11
07§ N 1323 1IN0 93T Y9 0°70°0 YV TTINY 1YPwW

i 2 _; A , )obv'n mn *97 A9 2717 25 02IHND 191 0PN 1IN0

-7 ‘& i i sso AP
f - E2 'r 5‘109 1‘31'91)1 97977 139 23X 0°VI2 197N I TIN nJN

O‘Jm;,{?b‘)‘n 0%32 M 0V MIYH 1IN TV
g DIVIVA AP D AT T 3
~ mbrun A0 0IVIYI MKI AEIND Y AN ND°
IV IVII 059N TP TIWY AN DAV T30 TV 2100
B 024 N 9207 marean 0920 AENID YV 07NN 1IYI IV
-~ A A7 g00sY 7920 TR 0 1H9D
'x'nmbm'owbw 020V MIBD NN DYV
0D X“l ANK SNDN NIV XD NN
¥ WV p? MY
; 11 2229 N9° WV NOPVIN NRTD
2% N30 TR MR NTY AR NIsHN
4 r‘u 'm’5 mn:no DNDY VI NYT KD
| i =)
0NN NN n*nbw;«amn AN *;1'" ~:m' MO W N
jox *1EIVYDD; x‘)nug 1277 N3N 079901 T°D90 19700
. o*:wwr nno"o*m mw 7302 K00 0NN 0N AKX TTW
- eGSR 1 7Y TDRN 099 IV TV 30
p\"m 30 9% 13290 ‘)-um 708 DY m YWV T rnvnn MO 7Y U0 DTN T
; - 0°UNTI2 MoK TI0 jND TEXRI AT D01 THY o

g (: D°NIPN NIANK NOYI DD DD
= 'mt ' , % l nmm VKD 7TV 0N ANDT JTAD)D NN

0°MONI qox e 195 m‘):)w:) TSIV #3710 130302 MK 0N IV NI0K
Y om" OV 11 5 070 Y117 TN 2N 172 Tom

7 2 R, [ A PN P TITH I

2 - mﬂon 2393 ATV KEI 1T A9

TV OV D7N0IN 1830 1IN0N NAD 911 ANIID DX AN 0°01ID HD*OW)
T2 *NIDY *117 0IVTDL 0*VIN 0TI 1°NND 591 M1 ORI

-

“

-

IR 1127 03 TPVR M TREDK DN STV wr "J o 1Jn* O

1 0°090D NPAA |0 TPYK 227090 DK AN JREAR JANIN

byt d i »’#"’ ¥ 2PANN 12°D7) *VRI N RO

LONAY Y MAARINK VIV 1IN AN 0YVYY MIL 0NN NVIAVH

0" 1ox yhm MOV TNINY MO NN TV HPORNN 1THN Lk OV Mt 0

< &7y Oadl Iy

"g 991 1°9v "I S ] U M2 MDD 159 9T 99 03 1A omq% 33_?5 D

Joes 1) 1, Ty
* 12 Ao inta e 5 N v;m. 23 Movg ¥ AN :\11:\,1 M MAIININ ¥ 0°37 0°D
- Pﬁ. | v - n’” x» * b "11’

—
Y s

: TR oY 19'nnxb VS0 A9 7K 07 TVY 1IUP 13D Mn
s » YT oK TU DY 1323 XD HOWYDR

NUNY ISENE I HATNDT 0 10D NTU AV :
SRR SRS 05T I 1°°92 ) S MDTAND STV 0N 3K
/ 'lo: q‘) LR DWNDIWID DI NK 11D 0D byaa Aaheh oo
1*‘!9 ‘m DI DD ANHY 1Y KA 395 HY 0D
' VDV 1‘)195 0°2°VUPD 0°13N 0243 MIVTD

O*O")

Both Song of Songs panels show a compilation of
romanticized and pastoral scenes, based on the applicable text.
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LAMENTATION: CHAPTERS 1-3
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ntation is read on Tisha B'Av (the somber day in Jewish history marking
times that the holy lemple of Jerusalem was d the artwork depicted
s flames engulfing the Wailing Wall and a mode constructed new temple.




LAMENTATION: CHAPTERS 4 & 5
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The illustrations in all three of the Ecclesiastes panels reflect themes found in the scrol
such as enjoying the D asures of daily life
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The rendering is of Haman, while leading his nemesis on horseback,
shamed into proclaiming the excellency of Mordechai
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The top illustration is of Haman's ten sons hanged,
this punishment was for plotling o kill every Jew in all the lands of Persia
The pictorial at the botiom of the canvas is of a scribe at the end of his parchment:
thereby signifying that this is the final panel in the scroll collection




Biblical Scenes Collection

llana has always had a deep appreciation for the Bible as literature and drew inspiration
therefrom for many of her needlepoints. At the time llana started this collection, she
already completed a few of the five scroll panels, which consumed much wall space in her
house. Consequently, she made this a more limited collection.

Three of the pieces were based on text found within Genesis and two were inspired by
verses in Exodus. Genesis and Exodus are the first and second of the Five Books of
Moses (Torah), which is the first major section of the Bible. Furthermore, the source for

the Elija canvas was the two books of Kings, which are in Prophets (Nevi'im), the second
major section of the Bible.

A similar border unifies this collection.

Some of these works include dedications to her grandchildren, in addition to her beloved
Uri. llana has fond memories of when Joshua and Daniel were very young, they would
often sit on her lap as she needlepointed.




GARDEN OF EDEN
GENESIS 2 & 3

M: 734" W 384"
With 14" frame
Completed in 2000
It took about 1 year to make

BIBLICAL SCENES COLLECTION

NOAH'S ARK JACOB'S LADDER
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It tock about 6 months to make H: 48%4" W 38"
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Completed in 199%

All these needlepoints are made on a Gt e

petit point canvas with an 18 mesh mono weave
(1.e., 324 stitches per square inch).

EXODUS FROM
EGYPT
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With 14" frame
Completed in 2000
It took about 6 months to make
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GARDEN OF EDEN: GENESIS 2 & 3
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A compilation of scenes from the Garden of Eden are displayed in the artwork.



NOAH'S ARK: GENESIS 6

YA AV AYAYAYAYS
Usasslssl s sls sl aslssan) )

!

NnalnNna*n

y
c();»! said to [Nloah . Make gourself an ark of gopher wood MDAEBY MANTIIVY _NIV0IN 0NN |
For My part, ] am about tobring the F-lood o destroy all flest 1029 ANYH N0 NN XD 237 20

X : ,
nd of all that fives, of all flesh, wou shall 1°71° 7321 125 JAK 7°NAY 12NN IR 3N D007V T30 N Om |

ke two of each into the ark i-r;..l?'-.— with you . they shall be male and female
" |

tas ©od commanded him, 50 he did A0 120°79 AR ME PRI NIve B
GENELSIS 6113-22 - - e a)
—— e 4

e e e n T

T W e o e e e e e e s Al e A e e e s e s . e s s e e A s I s S e e e e e s e s —

This is a rendering of Noah and his family building the ark, with some of the animal pairs lined up.
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The illustration reflects Jacob's dream of angels travelling on a ladder between Heaven and Earth
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This canvas shows scenes prior to and during the Israelites' exodus from Egypt
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This is a portrayal from before, during and after the receiving of the Ten Commandments
The dedication is an acknowledgement of llana's palernal ancestry.
She is a descendent of Hatam HaSofer, who was related to Ezra HaSofer, who is credited with

bringing a section of the Torah (i.e., Deuteronomy) to the land of Israel in 458 BCE




ELIJA'S ASCENDANCE
ON A FIERY CHARIOT

1*11‘-191‘3\11')*131*:1'-.*:1*~.

S RS B

e o ¥

O
1
N
2 .

S e
~HE i

i S Sl Sl Sl SN S S

4
A .
L) ‘.-'Aw-- --‘:: :- - --"—z R —-"‘»"‘

N —— - - —

The rendering is of Elija with his horse-led chariot and his pupil Elisha crying out to him
Ihis 1s the only needlepoint in the collecticn that dees not have any biblical verses,
aside from the quote at the top of the canvas.



General Judaica Collection
This is an eclectic grouping of llana’'s non-biblical Judaica themed needlepoints. Some noteworthy
background information follows.

Uri enjoyed looking at decorative ancient objects, oftentimes ones featured in auction house catalogues.
Two artifacts piqued his interest and subsequently became the impetus for three of llana’s creations.
Hanukkiah was based on a combination of two almost identical Hanukkah lamps (the one auctioned and
the other in New York's Jewish Museum), fabricated in Brody, Ukraine in the 1870s. In llana’'s adaptation,
she omitted some of the Russian and other non-Jewish motifs from the design.

The Golden Shrine canvases were inspired by an antique Torah shield, most likely gilded in the early 19th
Century in Lemberg, the Polish part of the Austrian Empire (today Lvov, Ukraine). This relic is now located
at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem.

Since the illustrations were influenced by ritual objects that were commonly crafted from precious metals,
llana selected thread colors accordingly. Hanukkiah is made with only shades of gold and silver; there are
approximately twenty variations of each one. Furthermore, llana exclusively used gold hues for the larger
version of the Golden Shrine. Even though the smaller rendering also embodies the full range of the gold
threads, a few colors were added to enhance its distinctiveness.

llana wanted to create a needlepoint focused on the devastation of the Holocaust (called Ha-Shoah by
many Jews). Her great attention to details maximized this piece's impact. For instance, the flames and
their peaks were drawn in sixes, as a way of emphasizing the estimated six million Jews who were
murdered. llana selected thread colors she associated with death and sorrow: black and shades of purple.
Each classification for the different types of camps was assigned a specific hue on this color spectrum, as a
function of the severity of the atrocities associated therein. Text dominates this work. At the bottom of the
flames is the Hebrew word Shema, connoting the prayer uttered when one's own murder is imminent.
Additionally, llana embedded prayers associated with death: the Kaddish and El Male Rahamim.

The needlepoint of Old Jerusalem was based on a model that was located at the Holy Land Hotel for
decades, but is currently at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem. Also notable is that this is the only time llana
used a canvas with a 22 mesh mono weave. It was purchased on a trip to Vienna, Austria; llana held onto it
for several years, until a suitable subject matter justified using such fine material.




GENERAL J[UDAICA COLLECTION

HANUKKIAH GOLDEN SHRINE FOR THE GOLDEN SHRINE FOR THE HA-SHOAH MODEL OF OLD JERUSALEM
TEN COMMANDMENTS TEN COMMANDMENTS AT THE TIME OF THE 2ND TEMPLE
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All these needlepoints are made on a
petit point canvas with an 18 mesh mono weave
(i.e., 324 stitches per square inch),
except the Model of Old Jerusalem, which was
made with a 22 mesh mono weave
(1.e., 484 stitches per square inch).
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HANUKKIAH
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GOLDEN SHRINE FOR THE TEN
COMMANDMENTS: LARGE & SMALL
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These needlepoints reflect the elaborate decorations of the Torah shield
upen which they were based
I'he use of mythical beasts intertwined with foliage
was a prevailing motif in Polish Jewish art in the 18th Century.
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To pay homage to the estimated six million Jews who were murdered
the flames. internal flames and all their peaks were drawn In Sixes.
I he statistics were intertwined within the mournful prayers:
the Kadaish {in gold thread) and E/ Male Rahamim (in silver thread).
In the Kaddish, on each line llana incorporated
the Hebrew and English name of a camp and its death lol
I he second prayer was done more compactly.
I'he camps were only identified in English and several were listed on each line.
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MODEL OF OLD JERUSALEM AT THE TIME OF THE 2ND TEMPLE
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